Getting Funding to Attend The Mathematical Association Annual Conference

Those who attend our annual conferences are almost unanimous in agreement: these conferences are very enjoyable.  ‘Fun’ is an over-worked word, but it wouldn’t be out of place in describing how most of our attendees feel. You meet old friends and make new ones. You learn new ideas that you can take back to your classroom. 

But ... your Head of Department is, quite reasonably, not going to fund you to go have ‘fun’.  

So anyone attending our conference must be able to make a good argument as to why conference attendance will be value for money for the Department and School.

To make this case, you will need a good understanding of the benefits your attendance will bring you, your department, and your school.  Most, but not all, of these can be classified as part of Continuing Professional Development. 

Those benefits which cannot be strictly classified in this way are the intangible, but very real, benefits of meeting other teachers and exchanging experiences and ideas. When you attend our conference, you will meet other mathematics teachers from all over the country. Of course you will encounter people with the same interests as you when you attend your chosen sessions.  But there is also the opportunity for informal discussion during the breaks, and in the evening.  Meeting people like this is a benefit that conference attendance gives that is not possible with any other form of CPD.
In the very substantial category of formal CPD goals, you can mention the following, but there are eight slots each of seven or eight sessions, with a good spread of primary, secondary, tertiary and general interest that balances out at about two of each type in each slot.
	CPD Goal
	 2016 Conference Session

	To learn about changes that have been made in the new mathematics curriculum.
	We have our Primary Plenary by Jane Jones, HMI, Moving on with Mastery by Debbie Morgan and Getting started with Core Maths by Mick Blaylock amongst other sessions.

	To find out what new textbooks and other teaching materials publishers are bringing out.
	Commercial Exhibitors

On the Saturday of the conference we have a Publishers’ Exhibition where you can talk to representatives of the firms and see what they have on offer.


	To learn new methods to teach a particular topic.
	The NRICH team show how mastery relates to problem solving, Peter Ransom presents a workshop session where you will be folding paper to engage with problem solving skills linking both geometry and algebra and Liz Russell provides activities from her road show to name just a few of the great workshops


	To meet and network with other teachers from around the country who teach in the same areas you do
	Conference attendees meet each other at the coffee breaks between sessions, and at breakfast, lunch and dinner. There is also a lively Quiz Night.


	To see how new technologies can be used to teach mathematics.
	Siemens are here to give people a chance to explore their Formula for Thrills, Douglas Butler of Autograph fame demonstrates the use of technology in his Vectors and Differential Equations - my favourite topics and Stella Dudzic deals with large data sets, to name just a few sessions that use technology.


	To expand your mathematical horizons 
	There are many sessions to intrigue you mathematically, such as the celebrated duo Rob Eastaway and Andrew Jeffrey in Oxford Maths Marmalade (like maths jam, but chunkier) Bob Burn with Historical awareness for teaching, and David Crawford with his ‘wow’ factor of using mathematical magic in the classroom.

	To meet teachers who have had recognised success in improving their school’s standing in mathematics.
	Christian Seager & Melanie Muldowney who previously led the Mathematics Department of “most improved school in England out of “National Challenge” are doing a session which will look at techniques they used.

	To find ways to make mathematics relevant to your classroom.
	We cannot find a session that fails to meet this goal!



These are only some of the conference sessions you will be able to choose from.  Speakers include: Anne Watson, John Mason, Peter Neumann, Ben Sparkes, John Sylvester, David Bedford, Fran Watson, Jenny Gage, David Spiegelhalter, Sidney Tyrrell, Charlie Gilderdale, Michael Fox, David Acheson, Jane White, Vinay Kathotia, Lynne McClure, Adam McBride, Cyril Isenberg, Jennie Golding, to name but a few. Full details of the conference can be found at http://www.m-a.org.uk/annual-conference. 
Attending this conference and taking part in your chosen sessions will represent an intensive, but enjoyable, three-day course of Continuing Professional Development.  Your Head of Department could not make a better investment in staff development.

In case you need to approach someone in your institution for funding, here is a pro forma justification letter that you can use.  Download here.
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